
  

NEXT CHAPTER  
MEETING 

 
 

Wednesday, August 12th 
 

* 6:00 pm * 
 Bend VFW 

Meet the new OHA Executive 
Director: Dr. Todd Adkins 

 
(come early if you  

want to purchase dinner) 
 

 
Please turn to page 2 for more 

details on our upcoming monthly 
chapter meeting.  

We look forward to seeing  
YOU there! 

 
 

LOOK INSIDE FOR: 
 
 Meeting recap 
 Bend Chapter info. 
 Youth Upland Bird Hunt reg 

 Shotgun raffle details 

 IP28 update (good news) 
 OHA Tracker 
 Our generous supporters/donors 

 Photos & More! 
 The Email to which you can send your 

photos, articles and other items for the 
newsletter. Thanks for your help! 

 

Thank you, Eric Brown , for the 

header photos. These are from 

the mini ORPIC event in con-

junction with the Bow Hunter 

Warm-Up at the Archery Park in 

La Pine last month. See the    

report in next column. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We received reports from Eric Brown after ORPIC and from Kevin 

Borst after the Yow’s Hunting Camps last month. They set up Bend 

Chapter OHA booths at these events. Besides sharing information on 

what OHA represents and accomplishes, they offered annual member-

ships for purchase, O/U Shotgun raffle tickets (see page 7 on how you 

can get your raffle tickets!), and Swag for purchase (at the camps). At 

ORPIC, they also offered some one-day event specials: calendar raffle 

memberships for the price of a regular membership (for new members), 

free gift with new member purchase (OHA license plate frame, Leupold 

hat, or OHA 3 pack of Game Tags), Leupold hat with 3-ticket gun raffle 

purchase.   These efforts brought in 11 new members (some were fam-

ily memberships), 18 gun raffle tickets were sold, and 2 OHA Bend 

Chapter T-shirts were purchased. Thank you to ALL of the volunteers 

who took the time to promote hunting and share the efforts of OHA. 

Other volunteers from the OHA Bend Chapter (I sincerely apologize if I 

inadvertently missed your name on these lists): 

ORPIC: Eric Brown, Don Clark, Greg Petsch (ORPIC= Oregon Rec-

reational Partners in Conservation; this mini ORPIC was in conjunction 

with the Bow Hunter Warm-Up event at the La Pine Archery Park. 

Thanks to JR Lorimor and his team for including us!) 

At Candy & Randy Yow’s Youth Hunting Camp & Ladies Hunting Camp: 

many volunteers taught hunting skills and shared their knowledge at 

numerous classes & clinics: Kevin Borst, Charlie Cookson, Brian & 

Terri Gainer, Gary Holtz, Norman & Maureen Rogers, Neal & Peggy 

Russell, Kalvin Schneider.   The president from the Ochoco Chapter 

was also there, as well as many other dedicated hunters. 
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Check out the back page of this newsletter for OHA’s 
TIP cash reward program. It has been updated. OHA 
awarded $46,200 in 2025! If a TIP report leads to an 
arrest or citation, then the reporter has the choice to 
receive cash or ODFW hunter preference points. 

Yvonne also informed us that onX is now partnering 
with ODFW to show new units on their maps.  

Monty Gregg, USFS wildlife biologist for the Ochoco 
National Forest, announced that he is building a web-
site for the Blue Mountain Elk Initiative. This is the 
umbrella under which “All Hands, All Brands For Your 
Public Lands” and other projects fall. He is seeking 
to have a link to this new website appear on the web-
sites of the involved organizations, including OHA. 
 
We voted in our newest board member: Colleen 
Schneider is now our new secretary. Welcome to 
the team! For years you’ve seen her as a volunteer 
at our Youth & Family Outdoor Day as well as at our 
Youth Upland Bird Hunt. She has also recently been 
joining her husband Kalvin at our monthly member-
ship meetings. (He is also a volunteer at our youth 
events and is now a Hunter Ed instructor) We also offi-
cially now have John Bambe staying on as Treasur-
er with Nancy Doran his mentor, and Wendy Borst 
has remained our 2nd VP (newsletter editor). 
 
Continued on page 3 . . . 
 
 
 
You missed out if you weren’t at the meeting!  
Please join us at a monthly meeting. You might learn 
something new, have a good time, give us some   
valuable input . . . 
 
 
 

                                                     

 
 
 
.  
 
 
 
 

    
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

UPCOMING AUGUST MEETING INFO: 
 

We look forward to seeing YOU at our next monthly chapter 
meeting on Wednesday August 12th. Our meeting location 
is  the VFW Hall in Bend. Remember to arrive early so you 
can purchase dinner from a nearby food truck  (Midtown 
Yacht Club) and enjoy it before the meeting. Food is also 
available onsite at the VFW bar when the food truck in the 
parking lot is not open. (You are welcome to bring food with 
you) Arriving early also gives you the chance to visit with old 
friends or meet some new ones. Doors open at 5:00pm.   
START TIME is 6:00pm    
 
GUEST SPEAKER:   
Our August guest speaker: Dr. Todd Adkins, the new 
OHA Executive Director. Come meet him, hear his plans 
for the future of OHA, have your questions answered. 
  
Your attendance is important to us and you might even win 
a prize. (see page 8 for last month’s winners)  

 

July Meeting Recap 
 
In case you were unable to attend our monthly meeting 
at Bend VFW on July 8th, here are a few highlights: 
 
Our guest speaker was Yvonne Shaw, who leads 
the ODFW TIP Education & Awareness Campaign. 
(TIP stands for Turn in Poachers). Besides infractions 
such as harvesting an animal out of season, going 
over the legal limit, hunting without a license, etc., 
habitat destruction is also considered poaching. This 
would include introducing non-native species.   
There are 128 OSP Fish & Wildlife Troopers and Offic-
ers in Oregon. Some poachers try to outsmart the 
officers: when responding to a TIP call, one officer 
found the sturgeon hiding in the spare tire well. 

Watch for suspicious activity: at the beach, emptying 
clamming bucket in cooler then going back for more, 
stashing catch in bushes or elsewhere, putting clams 
in someone else’s bucket; on the water, taking fish 
beyond legal limit or out of season, fishing at night or 
retrieving things from bushes or water after dark; in 
fields & forests, vehicles parked haphazardly (driver got 
out quickly), vehicles traveling slowly & casting light with a 
flashlight or spotlight, no visible tag on big game animal. 

If you want to report suspected poaching or suspi-
cious activity from your mobile phone call *OSP 
(which is *677). You can also call  1-800-452-7888 or 
send an email TIP@osp.oregon.gov  Provide as much 
detail as possible: description of activity; date, time, 
location; vehicle involved; description and/or name of 
suspect; type of wildlife.   Oregon now has an Anti-
Poaching Special Prosecutor to teach/advise/assist 
DA’s and officers on how to properly collect evidence 
and the special nuances in trying these cases in court. 

Protecting Oregon’s wildlife, habitat  

and  hunting heritage. 
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 July Meeting Recap continued 
 
Since the NWTF inflatable BB gun range was not 
available for our Youth & Family Outdoor Day (and 
will likely no longer be), we’ve looked into purchasing 
one for the chapter. Preliminary research finds that it 
would cost about $2,000. Knowing that we would 
need to use the station more than once a year in or-
der to make the purchase valid, we discussed other 
events where it could be used, as well as the possi-
bility of partnering with other chapters in making the 
purchase. Kevin Borst, our youth activities coordi-
nator, offered to discuss the ideas with the Ochoco 
Chapter president when he sees him at the Yow’s 
Hunting Camps. Norman Rogers also offered to 
have he and his wife Maureen help run the station at 
our events, or come up with an alternate system like 
they’ve used with the Boy Scouts. Follow up: Kevin 
was informed that the Ochoco Chapter has had one 
of these ranges for a couple of years. It was pur-
chased by the OHA state office for the shared use of 
all 3 Central Oregon Chapters (Bend, Redmond, 
Ochoco). Well, that was news to Kevin. So, he is 
happy to report that our dilemma has been solved 
and now we just need to work out the logistics. 
 
The Finance Committee met and has recommended 
that we continue our annual $10,000 pledge to 
BMEI, and to give $5,000 each to OHA’s Mule Deer 
Fund and to the new Black-tailed Deer/Roosevelt Elk 
Fund. 
 
Rex Parks, John Bambe & Barb Wilson will attend 
the OHA Diamond Lake Summit. They’ll give us a 
report at the August meeting. 
 

 

 

PHEASANT  
TAIL FEATHERS 

 
ONE OF OUR DEDICATED YOUTH 

& FAMILY OUTDOOR DAY  
VOLUNTEERS IS IN NEED OF 
PHEASANT TAIL FEATHERS!  

DO YOU HAVE SOME TO SPARE? 
LET’S HELP HER OUT! 

THANK YOU! 
CONTACT KEVIN BORST 

541-480-7323 

Now living in Arizona, Dale Putman is still                   
a Bend Chapter member.  Congrats  to him               
for winning the gun calendar raffle in May!  

FUTURE GUEST SPEAKERS 
Don’t Miss Our Monthly Chapter Meeting 

 
August 12 (this month): Dr. Todd Adkins, the 
new OHA Executive Director 
 
September 9: Andrew Walch & Zac Kendall, 
they’ll give us their ODFW Annual Update 
 
October 14: Deschutes Collaborative Forest 
Project; they help make recommendations to the 
Forest Service for treatment plans on the 
Deschutes 
 
November 11: TBD 
 
December 9: TBD 



  

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Send photos to: 
wenb.oha@outlook.com 

Upcoming Projects & Volunteer Opportunities:  4th Saturday in September:  National 
Public Lands Day;  Oct 17:  Bend Chapter Youth Upland Bird Hunt (Kevin 541-480-7323)  ongoing:  
wildlife fence maintenance (Eric 541-647-0424)   Spring 2027: brush piling at the EFM property    
 
Reminder:  We have positions available for you to join the board, let your voice be heard, and help 
this chapter to remain strong. We also have non-board banquet committee positions open each 
year. Come join the fun! 

WE NEED YOU! 

Remember to thoughtfully consider how you can 
become more involved in the Bend Chapter. Be-
coming a board member is an important and 
much needed role. Don’t ignore your inner voice 
nudging you to step up. UPDATE: Our most ur-
gent vacant position is President. The Secretary 
position was filled last month by Colleen Schneider 
(thank you for stepping up and becoming in-
volved!) At the August meeting, we will vote in 
our new Member at Large, Media position. The 
Outreach Coordinator position is also vacant. 

We need more participation/attendance at our 
meetings and events/volunteer opportunities. 
The handful of active members won’t be able to 
keep this chapter strong forever. Thanks for your 
help! We look forward to seeing you! 

If you have any Pheasant Tail Feathers to spare, 
please bring them to our August meeting and give 

them to Kevin or Wendy Borst. Thank you!! 
One of our Youth and Family Outdoor Day  

volunteers has requested a need, and we would like to 
fulfill her wishes! Thanks for your generosity! 
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News from the Oregon Hunters Association 
  
For Immediate Release 
July 27, 2026 
Contact: Todd Adkins, OHA office, 541-772-7313  
www.oregonhunters.org 

  
Oregon Hunters Defeat Anti-Hunting Petition IP28 

Group Now Shifts Focus to Proactive Long-Term Protections 
  
The Oregon Secretary of State’s office officially confirmed that Initiative Petition 28 (IP28) failed to secure 
the required signatures to qualify for the November ballot, handing a major victory to Oregon’s conservation-
ists, sportsmen, and agricultural communities. The state’s final verification counted 104,262 valid signatures, 
falling well short of the 117,173-threshold needed. 
  
Like its failed predecessors IP13 and IP3, the egregious petition sought to criminalize hunting, fishing, trap-
ping, breeding, livestock production, and common farming practices across the state. The Oregon Hunters As-
sociation (OHA) engaged in a highly successful public education campaign that ultimately stifled the petition's 
signature-gathering momentum on the streets. 
  
"This is a massive victory for everyone who values Oregon’s wildlife management and outdoor heritage, but 
we cannot afford to simply celebrate and wait for the next attack," said Todd Adkins, Executive Director of 
OHA. "Animal extremists continue to fund these attempts because their ideology demands that hunting be 
stripped from the landscape entirely. This is a critical reminder that these radical efforts are being driven by a 
combination of wealthy national organizations and local anti-hunting activists right here in Oregon." 
  
Beginning in February, OHA went on a massive media blitz, blanketing the airwaves, print, digital news, and 
podcasts to expose the true, destructive realities of the measure. By aggressively educating the public, OHA 
successfully shifted the conversation on the ground. As everyday Oregonians learned what the petition actually 
did, signature gatherers faced overwhelming pushback on the street, making it increasingly difficult—and 
eventually impossible—for petitioners to secure the signatures they needed to advance. 
  
While IP28 is officially dead for the 2026 cycle, OHA leadership warns that anti-hunting groups will inevita-
bly return with another iteration of the same ban. 
  
"Our collective defense made all the difference this cycle, but breaking this exhausting, reactionary loop re-
quires a permanent solution," Adkins added. "It’s time we went on the offense. In the coming weeks and 
months, you’ll see the rollout of a protective framework designed by OHA to secure our future once and for 
all." 
  
OHA (oregonhunters.org) is the state’s largest Oregon-based pro-hunting organization, with 12,000 members 
and 26 chapters statewide. Its mission is “protecting Oregon’s wildlife, habitat and hunting heritage.” 

Thank you to Gary Lewis for sharing his recent press release with us: 

Remember to spread the word about IP 28.  It will most likely reappear and with a different #,  
but the concept will be the same. It is deceivingly being presented as a fight to stop animal cruelty.   

Do not be fooled! Do not sign any petition or you will allow them to get one step closer to taking away 
your hunting rights, fishing rights, ranchers rights (raising animals for food), etc.  

If it ever does appear on a ballot, take the time to vote against it. Don ’t just assume it will never pass.  

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.oregonhunters.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cbd63cf7c593542c0614e08deebefef71%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639207612899543910%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiI
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Foregonhunters.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cbd63cf7c593542c0614e08deebefef71%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639207612899574764%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjA
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OHA Bend Chapter Officers 
 

President                          vacant 

1st VP       Doug Stout         (541) 312-8332 

2nd VP (newsletter editor)  Wendy Borst              (541) 480-0748 

Treasurer       John Bambe         (541) 480-9848 

                                          Nancy Doran, mentor 

Secretary       Colleen Schneider  

At-Large (Media)        position will be filled at Aug mtg 

At-Large (Youth Events)   Kevin Borst         (541) 480-7323 

At Large (Outreach Coor.) vacant   

Project Coordinator       Don Clark                   (702) 460-3653 

Banquet Chair                   Cristy Ouellette 

 Assistants to banquet coordinator: positions always available  

(thank you to everyone who stepped up to help!) 

Past President       Rex Parks Sr   (541) 480-0230      

  

Website:  

oregonhunters.org/bend-chapter 

CALENDAR 
 

Check our website for Bend OHA event dates and more details 
     
     
    August 1                       Fall Bear Season Opens 
 
    August 12                     Monthly Chapter Meeting, 6:00 PM Bend VFW 
 
    August 24                    *Deadline to submit items for September newsletter*  
 
    August 26                      Monthly Board Meeting 
 
    August 29                      General archery & most controlled bow seasons open 
 
    Sept 1                            reg begins for our Youth Upland Bird Hunt; openers for 
                                           Forest grouse, mourning dove, western Oregon quail  
                                           & fall turkey in select units 
     
    Sept 7                            Labor Day 
  
    Sept 9                            Monthly Chapter Meeting 

  
 

CHECK YOUR OREGON HUNTER’S CALENDAR FOR  
TAG DEADLINES, HUNT END DATES, & EVENTS ACROSS OUR STATE 
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   REMEMBER TO RENEW! 
When does your membership expire?  Check the address label  

of your Oregon Hunters magazine for your expiration date.  
Welcome to any new members! 

It pays to attend our monthly chapter meeting:   

Congratulations to Colleen Schneider for winning the door prize at our  July meeting.  

Enjoy your Cabela’s $25 gift card!  (the guest speaker pulled the ticket) 

Terry Whisenhunt from Brownsville drew for the July monthly membership prize 

($500 reimbursement towards any outdoor/hunting item) but was not present to win 

Please help us to  
personalize this  

informative newsletter:  
 

Requesting photos of your 
successful hunts, wildlife 
in your yard or on your 

hike, your huntin’ buddy 
(bird dog)  

 
Send photos to: 

wenb.oha@outlook.com 
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GAME BIRD RECIPES: 

 
YOUR FAVORITE WAY TO  

PREPARE CHUKAR & PHEASANT 
(TO BE INCLUDED IN THE 

YOUTH HUNT RECIPE BOOKLET) 
 

PLEASE SEND RECIPES TO: 
WENB.OHA@OUTLOOK.COM 

 

Volunteer Hours: 
Continue to use the Bend Chap-
ter’s QR code to report your vol-
unteer hours until further notice. 
We are not yet ready to switch to 

the OHA State Office’s link.      
Sorry for the mix-up! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The QR code and link are also on 
our chapter website: 

Oregonhunters.org/bend-chapter 

 

YOUTH: 
Remind your parents: 

Our 23rd annual Youth Upland  
Bird Hunt is Oct 17th! 

Registration begins September 1st 
at the Bend ODFW office. 

The $10 reg fee includes training, clay target 
practice, up to 5 birds, a field guide and dog, 

and lunch! (parents get lunch, too) 
 

Look for your Hunter Ed card now in case you need 
to order a replacement. You must have the card 

with you. 

Questions?  Call Kevin Borst 541-480-7323 
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Stay Informed 
 
Please go to our chapter website:   
oregonhunters.org/bend-chapter 
and find the publications link to 
read past  issues of The Tracker.  

 
You can also find the link to the 

digital format of this monthly 
newsletter. 

In Dundee, Oregon  

Thank you  
to everyone  

who contributed  
content  
for this  

newsletter! 
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Thank you to Gary Lewis for sharing Troy’s article with us.  

Willamette Valley Trout Options 
 

By: Troy Rodakowski @troyoutdoors.com/541-321-3242 / troyoutdoors@hotmail.com 
 
ODFW has an extensive stocking schedule throughout the spring and summer months that al-
lows fresh fish to arrive for anglers looking to wet a line or two. I personally, like to keep an eye 
on the calendar and coordinate good days with decent weather conditions. I also like to try and 
miss the main crowds by doing a few weekday trips. Going online to: Weekly trout stocking sched-
ule | Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife (myodfw.com) will give you a good overview of the 
Northwest Region of our state. You can select a specific body of water or search an entire region.  
Places to Go:  I like to focus on the Willamette River and its tributaries. The McKenzie and San-
tiam systems have excellent places to pull over including county parks and waysides to access 
the water. Many folks use kayaks, rafts and other small watercraft to access islands or sections 
of water that are tough to walk or wade. Places that are always good bets and are regularly 
stocked are Dorena Reservoir, Alton Baker Canal, Junction City Pond, Waverly Lake, Timber Linn 
Lake, St. Louis Pond, Cottage Grove Pond, Cottage Grove Reservoir, Hills Creek Reservoir, Foster 
Reservoir and Walling Pond. All of these bodies of water are found in the Central or South 
Willamette zones and are no more than a couple hours apart. Most of these places also have 
great parking and access for both bank and boat anglers.  
When to Go:  Of course, planning a trip not too long after a fresh dump of fish is a good idea 
and will likely produce the best results. I personally, like to fish right before a rain storm or 
shortly after a storm system moves through. The stocker fish seem to go on the bite better. 
Last year a good buddy of mine and our kids went down to the Junction City Pond just before a 
good rain. In fact, it started raining while we were there. The fish were all over the garlic dough 
bait (green color). We floated it just off the bottom and the kids had a blast catching their limits.  
We were pretty soaked by the time we left but it It’s a great time to pack a picnic, load the cool-
ers and take the family or friends out for a day of fishing. Plus, with soaring gas prices these 
days, most of us are trying to get the biggest bang for our buck. I like to take a diverse tackle 
box and fly selection along since the first choice isn’t always where a person will end up. Keep-
ing an eye on the water levels and weather is also very important if you want to put some fish 
in the cooler and checking the Guides Forecast can be quite beneficial   
www.theguidesforecast.com . The Central and South Willamette Valley have a lot to offer and 
most of the good fishing from Salem to Eugene is less than                   
a couple hours drive from home.  
 

Thank you, Troy, for your insights and valuable  
information. This sounds like some good family 
fun for the parents and grandparents to enjoy 
with the kids, as our Summer comes to an end.  

(or keep Troy’s hints handy and try them out next 
Spring or Summer)  
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Send photos to: 
wenb.oha@outlook.com 
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Visit our website:  

https://oregonhunters.org/bend-chapter 

 

And our Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/OHABend 

Please support the sponsors and businesses featured throughout the pages of this newsletter 

Oregon Hunters Association Cash rewards 
$2,000 Bighorn Sheep, Mountain Goat & Moose  
$1,000 Elk, Deer & Antelope  
$600 Bear, Cougar & Wolf 
$400 Game Fish & Shellfish 
$400 Snagging/Attempt to Snag 
$300 Habitat Destruction  
$200 Illegally obtaining Oregon hunting or angling license or tags 
$200 Unlawful Lending/Borrowing Big Game Tag(s) 
$200 Game Birds or Furbearers 
$200 Spotlighting 

ODFW Preference Points rewards 
5 Points-Bighorn sheep 
5 Points-Rocky Mountain goat 
5 Points-Moose 
5 Points-Wolf 
4 Points-Elk 
4 Points-Deer 
4 Points-Antelope 
4 Points-Bear 
4 Points-Cougar  

OSP Turn-in-Poachers (TIP) 
Dial 1-800-452-7888 or *OSP or *677 from a mobile phone to report suspicious activity 

https://oregonhunters.org/
https://myodfw.com/

