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Welcome to our newest TV Chapter
Evan Belt, Kalin Boodman, Lucas Burt,
Dinell, Brandon Giesel, Robbie Holtzman
Jimerson, Joseph Kemper, Jack Morby,
Novick & Family, Anthony Rubeo, Timot
Jacob Weakley & Family and Jim Whit

Our 2023 Annual Fundraising Banquet went ver
ly. We are blessed with great volunteers, sponso
and member supporters. We have to give a shout
Wingspan event center staff, Kam & Kam cateri
cific Rim catering. Terri Kam’s, Kam & Kam Cat
food was delicious and plentiful and the staff we
tic. Pacific Rim Catering handled bar services, t
quick, efficient and lines were never long, and th
ready smiles. The attendees came to have a good
support OHA and they did their part wonderfull
Thank you so much to everyone, it takes a lot of
scenes work to put these events on and we are v
ciative of everyone’s time and efforts.

Please let us know if you have any feedback, i1de
the next event. We're happy to listen and see if
corporate them.
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Here are some pictures from the
night, we are blessed to have such
great members and supporters.
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The Tualatin valley OHA Chapter Board Thanks you for Your Supportt
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Last call for OHA's 40th Mﬂmnial]' State Convention on May & at Chinook Winds Casine in Lincoln City! Call 541-772-7313.

OHA bills clear early deadline

OHA continues

BY Amy Fatrick, OHA Poliy Director Governor, legislators  |¢o fi
my@oregonhuntars.a r ﬂ' I ht CWD
’ !':h ﬁg.rstm:;;r-li:cﬂine ofthe 2023 pack gln bill Padmy'- g '?

legislative sescsion passed on barch 17,
when bills had to be scheduled for a work
seczipn in thelr committes of origin to
stay alive, with a few exceptions.

Hera's a brief repornt on key bills:

= OHA's bill seeking funding for
the establishonent of in-state testing for
Chronic Wasting Disease (HB 2532) and
increased sample collection and research
was passed out of its original commirtes
with & “do pass” recommendation. It is
still in play and awaiting a bearing in the
Joint Ways & Dieans Commites.

= OHA"s bill seeking a referendum
to the 2024 ballot for a Constitutional
amendment that wounld protect the right
to fish, Inmt, harvest, and gather (HTE 5)
is sull mplay and awainne 3 work session
in the House Fules Commuittes

= The bills to reform the Fish &
Wildlife Commission makeup have been
winnowed into ocne remaining bill (HE
3086) which will have a public hearing
on March 28 OHA is leading the afforts
to reform the representative struchure
from congressional districis to 3 more
regionally equitable model based on the
five river basin management areas.

= All six bills, in both the House and
Senate, that were atrempting to bring
back the nse of hounds related o cougar
hunting have died Likewise, the bill
that sought to further resmict the use of
hounds on bobcat and ynx is also dead.

= Both bills thar would have legalized
hunting with crossbows have died.

The pext deadline is Aprl 4, when
lbills nmst have work seszions completed.

Governor Eotek announced a pack-
age of three bills, HB 2005, HB 2004, and
HE 2007, that are endorsed by her office
and deemed a priority by the Amomey
{(reneral’s office.

= HB 2005 would criminalize so-
called “ghest guns™ and resirict the
mapufacumng of firearms by individa-
als, While this bill is aimed at tracking
non-serialized firearmes, its unformare
conseqguences impact hobbyists who
build and repair firearms.

= HE 2004 wonld resmict the pur-
chasze and ownership of certain firearms,
specifically semi-sutomatic frearmes, for
Oregonians aged 18-21.

= HE 2007 increases ability of
public enfines to resmict the freedom of
individuals to camy concealed weapons.

All three bills were presented as a
package in public hearings the wesk of
March 20. Severzl legislators siznaled
support for the bills, partoalarly Bep.
Eropf (D-Bend), chair of the House Fo-
diciary Commitree, and Sen. Prozanski
(D-Engzene), chair of the Senate Todiciary
Connmites. Both expressed support for
combining them into one all-encompass-
ingz bdll with amendments that have not
b=en made public.

OHA provided tesimony opposing
the direct impact the age resiriction will
have on youth bunting and voung adulis’
ability to possess and use semi~aIomatic
firearms, particularky for waterforad huns-
inz. OHA will contimie o engage this
pack of bills as the session progresses.

By Miks Totey, Consensation Dinechor f
mictey@oreganhiunbers.org J
With the discowery of Chromic
Wasting Dhsease (CWDY) just across
the border n Idabo in the £3ll of 2021,
OHA and ODFW have ramped up ef-
forts in Oregon to iy to prevent and
datect the disease.
Previous planning and legislaton
in Oregon allowed ODFW to set up
mandatory check stations and develop
procedures for testing Oregon’s desr
and elk, and also prevent a potentially
infected smimal that was harvested ot
of state from confaminating our local
really began in eamest last fall. ore
than 2,600 samples have been taken
from harvested and salvaged deer and
elk in Oregon since Faly 1, 2022 The
eood news is that there have been no
detections of CWD in Oregon.
This iz only the begiming, though
Early detection is key In minimiz-
ing the impacts to our deer and elk
herds. (OHA has infroduced legislation
{HB 2537} to help boost the testing of
samples collected here. Currently, all
samples are sent o Colorado for analy-
same thing samples zet backlogged
and results are slow to Zet reported.
Having sn in-state tesong facility
at Oregon State University will expe-
dife pur results from testing and allow
faster responses from ODFW if CWD
is detected in Oregpon.

TO DONATE TO OHA'S HUNTER VICTORY FUND, VISIT HTTPS://OREGONHUNTERS.ORG/DONATE




OHA SW Cascade
Project 4, 24
April 15 ik

By Tyler Dungannon, Conservation Coordinabar
To@oregoenhuniers.ong

OHA and pariners are working o
protect and enhance meadow systems
near Bume Falls in the West Cascade and
Klamath Mountain Ecorezions for the
benefit of wildlife, habitat, and hunters.
Meadow systems are important to deer
and elk, and across the westem Cascades,
meadows are at risk of loss, degrada-
tion snd fragmentaton due to conifer
encroschment, heavy nse by domestic
livestock, illegal OHV use, wildfire sup-
pression and other factors.

OHA and parmers will protect three
areas in the Cascade Mountains (Wil-
low Prairie, Short Creek, and Whiskey
Springs Fourbit) with 6.5 total miles of
wildlife-frendly fencing o restore the
resiliency of these mesic systems and
provide habitst for wildlife.

OHA conservation staff e working
1o procure & 350,000 grant for this proj-
ect, and n the nterim, the Medford Water
Commission has purchased ~5&8 000
worth of fencing materials thar OHA
will install on USFS land near Whiskey
Sprnes oo April 15, Camping af Whiskey
Springs will be available for project vol-
unieers only. Assising with this project
should dovetail micely with a torkey bumt
on Samrday and'or Sunday moming.

For more mformation, contact Tyler
Dungannon (td:@oregonhymters org).

Overcrossings
in SW Oregon
hit the fast lane

By Tyler Dunganmon, Conservation Coordinabar
TD@oregenhuniers.ong

OHA conservation staff and other
reprasentatives for the Southern Oregon
Wildlife Crossing Cozalition recently
met with ODOT Transpormaton Project
Mamager Dian Fuaoberts and 17 sdditional

ODOT staffers to officially kick off prog-
ect implementation for two wildlife over-
passes on Interstate 5 south of Achland
ODOT outlined a progressive schedunle
that aims to complete all survey, desimn
and enFinsering work for the overcress-
ings and fencing by the end of 2024

Survey work will begin on the over-
Tossing sruchmes seon, likely within the
next 4-§ weeks at the Mariposa Preserve
(BIile Post 1.4), and Barron Creek (Mile
Post 8.7) thereafier. ODOT will have a
pumber of mwaffic challenges w tackle,
ranging from relatively simple issmes,
such as lizhting in the nimels, o very
complex questions, such as whether the
stmuciures should be wide enongh o al-
low fior additonal waffic lane consmac-
tion in the firnme.

OHA conservation staff have es-
tzblished a role on the overpasz project
design team o ensure these passage
struchares efficiently facilitate movement
and zafs passage of impulstes and other
wildlife. The next progress mestng will
likely be in May. —TrreR Devcannon

C. Oregon safe
crossing projects
moving forward

By Mike Totey, Consersation Directar
miotey@oregonhunters.org

The Bend to Suttle Lake Wildlife
Passapge Initiative (B25) is 8 new ceniral
Oregon coalition of state and federal
agencies, nonprofit parmers, and commn-
nity leaders working to mmprove wildlife
passage and motorist safety along High-
way 20 between Bend and Sufile Lake.
OHA has been 3 parmer in 3 number of
these coalifions across the state, and the
B25 coalition is another example of how
we can help protect mule dest and elk in
8 key ares of our state.

Higlmvay 20 between Bend and Surtle
Likehas the highest density of mule deer
and elk wildlife-vehicle collisions in the
enfire state. From Bend, this section of
highway wavels through the communi-
fies of Tumalo, Plainview, Cloverdale,
Sisters, Tollgate, and Black Butte Fanch.
Individuals maveling and commmuiing
along this sireich of Highway 20 face

a0 increased risk of colliding with large
animals, posing & serious risk to boman
life, property and wildlife

Cuorrenily the cealiton is seeking
erant fonding to complete a feasibility
smdy to identify pricrity wildlife cross-
ing site locatons, assess site conditions,
and evaluate crossing designs and con-
fisurations along the 35-mule smetch of
Highway 20 berween Hend and Sumle
Lizke. The feasibility smdy will inchade
3 more detailed plannimg and strucharal
design process for a wildlife crossing
site near Indizm Ford Creek at the base
of Black Bume Oregon Deparment of
Transportation carcass collection data
and the recently completed Orezon
Conservanon and MMappmg Project have
identified this site 2= a priority locaton
for wildlife passaze in the area, parmon-
larly for nuale desr and elk.
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Apr.8  Umpgua 541-580-5660
Apr.15 Mid-Willamette  SOLD OUT!
Apr. 22 Capitol ;== 503-851-8409
Apr.29 Blue Mountain  541-231-4384
Apr.29 Klamath 541-884-5773
May & Tillamook 503-801-377%
May s  OHA 40th Siate Convention, =

Chinoak Winds Casino, 541-772-7313
May 20 Lake County 541-219-0614
June 3  Rogue Valley 541-773-8734
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Oregon Hunters Association Tualatin Valley Chapter

t

The Chapter Meeting is April 18, 2023 at PrimeTime Restaurant & Sports Bar.
The guest speaker is TBA

Come eat dinner with the board at 6 pm the meeting starts at 7pm.
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