
controlled hunt drawing this spring but didn’t draw them all, 
you could still be a winner if you have never drawn a tag for 
that hunt series before.
	 Oregon’s “First Time Hunter” program, which OHA also 
helped create, allows young hunters who have never drawn 
controlled tags for buck deer, antlerless deer or elk to be 
guaranteed a tag if they apply before the hunt opens.
	 There are some restrictions, though. For example, the only 
elk tags you can get this way are cow tags, and you can apply 
for only those hunts that offer a certain number of tags. 
	 For more information about Oregon’s First Time Hunter 
program, see the 2020 Oregon Big Game Regulations.
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Jolene 
Bartolotti of 

Prineville took 
this elk on 

a mentored 
hunt last year 

in the Upper 
Deschutes 

Unit.

Gear up 
to Hunt!
Hunting season is just around the corner, and Oregon 

has lots of ways kids can get started in big game 
hunting, even if they haven’t taken Hunter Education 

yet. If you are under 12, you are too young to get your own 
tags, but kids ages 9 to 15 may hunt with a licensed adult and 
hunt big game in Oregon’s Mentored Youth Hunter Program, 
which the Oregon Hunters Association helped create. See the 
Oregon Big Game Regulations for more information. The 
upper age used to be 13, but OHA got the age raised to 15 for 
busy high school students until they’re old enough to drive.
	 If you are 12 or older, you can buy general season deer 
and elk tags, or, if you applied for elk or deer tags in Oregon’s 



Youth is served by OHA

OHA sponsors youth archery and 
shooting teams and programs.

OHA holds clinics and field days to 
teach kids outdoor skills.

OHA buys birds and crates, and helps 
out at youth bird hunts.

OHA started the idea of the First-Time 
Youth Hunter program, so kids wouldn’t 
have to wait so long for their first tags.

OHA came up with the idea of half-
price Youth Sports Pacs and half-price 
youth turkey tags.

OHA got the Mentor Program age limit 
raised to 16 so busy high school kids 
could participate until driving age.



PUZZLE PAGE

E

1. What a female bear is called?
2. What horns are made of?
3. What duck has a spoon-shaped 
bill?
4. What female wild game birds are 
not fair game to shoot?
5. Oregon’s biggest lake?
6. Oregon’s biggest mammal?
7. Oregon’s only poisonous snake?

Answers: 1-sow; 2-hair; 3-shov-
eler; 4-pheasants and spring turkey; 
5-Klamath; 6-moose; 7-western 
rattlesnake. 

Do You Know?

Across
1. Ducks make this 
sound.

5. You must get this 
to hunt on privately 
owned land. 

8. Hiding places and 
shelter for animals. 

9. A small black bird 
that is not protected. 

10. A baby elk is a __. 

Down
2. A baby cougar is 
called a _____. 

3. A kid age 14-17 
needs a _____ hunting 
license to hunt birds. 

4. Circle of rocks 
where you build a 
campfire. 

6. A nickname given 
to the shoveler duck 
because of its odd-
shaped bill. 

7. Any animal that eats 
both plants and meat. 

When you finish the crossword puzzle, find your answers in the word hunt below. 

E



WILDLIFE CLOSE-UP
Black Bear
The shaggy hair of black bears ranges in 

color from blonde through many browns to 
black, but most black bears really are black or 
dark brown. Cubs are usually born as twins, 
each weighing less than a pound. They grow 
to be adults that are about five feet long and 
weigh from 125 to 400 pounds, with small eyes, 
rounded ears, a long snout, a large body, and 
a short tail.

While black bears can stand and walk on 
their hind legs, usually they use all fours. Each 
paw has five strong claws used for tearing, dig-
ging, and climbing. One blow from a powerful 
front paw is enough to kill an adult deer. In 
addition to their size and strength, black bears 
can move very fast.

Black bears are omnivores, which means 
they eat all kinds of food. While they prefer 
berries, insects, nuts, grass, and other plants, 
they also eat carrion (dead animals they find 
rather than kill themselves), small animals, 
and fish.

Bears are known for hibernating, or sleeping 
through the cold winter months, so they must 
eat large amounts of food in the fall. If the 
winter weather turns warm, they may wake 
up and spend some time outside. In warmer 
places, like the coastal areas of Oregon, they 
do not always truly hibernate.
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1. Control the direction of your firearm’s muzzle. 
Carry your firearm safely, keeping the safety on until 
ready to shoot. Keep your finger off the trigger until 
ready to shoot.

2. Identify your target and what is beyond it. Know 
the identifying features of the game you hunt.

3. Treat every firearm as if it is loaded.
4. Be sure the barrel and action are clear of obstruc-

tions and that you have only ammunition of the proper 
size for the firearm you are carrying.

5. Unload firearms when not in use. Leave actions 
open. Firearms should be cased and unloaded while 
in a vehicle traveling to and from shooting areas.

6. Never point a firearm at anything you do not want 
to shoot. Avoid all horseplay with a firearm.

7. Never climb or jump with a loaded firearm. 
Never pull a firearm toward you by the muzzle.

8. Never fire a bullet at a flat, hard surface or water. 
With targets, be sure your backstop is adequate.

9. Store guns and ammunition separately in locked 
spaces out of reach of children and careless adults.

10. Avoid alcoholic beverages and drugs before or 
during shooting.

10 Commandments 
of Shooting Safety

LAST CALL for Hunter Education!

O.H.A. MEMBER PLEDGE
As an OHA member, I pledge to:
• Respect the environment and wildlife;
• Respect property and landowners;
• Improve my outdoor skills and understanding of wildlife;
• Support wildlife and habitat conservation;
• Know and obey the law;
• Hunt safely;
• Show consideration of nonhunters;
• Abide by the rules of fair chase; 
• Hunt only with ethical hunters; and
• Pass on an ethical hunting tradition.
* Adapted from the Hunter’s Pledge of the Izaak Walton League of America

The time to sign up for Hunter  
Education courses is not when  
you want to hunt. Classes fill up 

fast, and it’s very hard to find a class by 
the fall, so get in now. 
    Oregon’s Hunter Education course is 
required for all first-time hunters under 
the age of 18. 
    For information about enrolling in a 
Hunter Education program, visit: 
myODFW.com
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BE CAREFUL, FOR GOODNESS SNAKE!

Oregon’s rattlesnakes can be nasty and downright dangerous if they feel 
threatened, but they prefer to steer clear of humans if given a choice. 

The western rattlesnake is the only 
kind of poisonous snake that lives 
in Oregon. It is found throughout 

the state except at high altitudes (6,000 
to 7,000 feet or higher). Adults are 
usually two to three feet in length, but 
have been found over four feet long. 
They bear eight to fifteen live young. 
The rattlesnake found in woods is 
usually darker with large blotches, 
while those in deserts and plains are 
lighter with smaller blotches. 
	 Unlike some other species of 
rattlesnake, the western rattlesnake 
is a shy animal, and would rather 
be left alone than bite you. Even a 
large snake will only be able to strike 
outward about a couple of feet, so it’s 
sometimes possible to get a good look 
at this interesting creature from a safe 
distance. (We mean look with your 
eyes, not poke it with a stick.)
	 In the unlikely event that you or 
someone you are with is bitten by 
a rattlesnake, it’s important to get 
medical help right away. 
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OREGON PREDATORS
To hunt some predators like bear 
and cougar, you need tags for 
that animal. Others, like bobcat 
and fox, are furbearers, and you 
need a special furbearer hunting 
license. But some, like coyotes 
and badgers, are unprotected 
mammals, and you only need a 
hunting license to hunt them.

YOUNG GUNS 
VARMINT TARGETProud sponsor



When you join OHA as a Junior 
Member for just $10, you’ll get 
everything adult OHA members 
get – and MUCH MORE!
	 * You get 6 

issues of 
Oregon Hunter 
magazine. 

 
* You get an Oregon Hunters 
Calendar, with 12 colorful 
game animal pictures, and 
all the hunting season dates 
and deadlines!
  * You get 4 issues of OHA’s 
junior newsletter Yearlings.
  * You’ll be invited to OHA 
events where there may even 
be prizes for kids!
  * You’ll get your own OHA 
decal!
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Don’t Miss a Thing! Join OHA Today!

Just $10
for kids!

Alli Olsen of Keizer tagged this big buck last 
fall in the Klamath Falls Unit.

Good shots from Oregon’s Young Guns

Preston Meisinger of Vale took this turkey last 
year in Malheur County.

Yearlings is published quarterly for OHA junior members and the children of family members.

Grady Baymiller of Central Point bagged these 
pheasants last year at Denman Wildlife Area.

OHA Jr. Membership Application
I want to be an Oregon Hunters Association 
Junior Member! Please sign me up, send 
my Oregon Hunters Calendar and OHA 
decal, and start my subscriptions to 
Oregon Hunter magazine and the OHA junior 
newsletter Yearlings!

Name __________________________________
Address _________________________________
City ____________________________________
State ____________ Zip Code _______________
Telephone ( _____ )  _____________________

Please enclose one-year dues of $10
__ Payment enclosed   (check or money order)
__ Bill my parent’s: Visa /  MC / Discover / Amex
Card #: ________________________________
Expiration date:________ CVV2# on back: _ _ _
Parent Signature: ________________________
Return to:

OHA, P.O. Box 1706, Medford, OR 97501 
Phone (541) 772-7313  

www.oregonhunters.org    oha@oregonhunters.org


